Clydach Junior School

Guidelines for Reading with Your Child
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Please sign your child’s Reading Diary each time you hear him/her read.  Your child can earn a house point for reading regularly at home.

Sit close to your child and try to avoid distractions such as the television.  Give your child lost of praise.

If there are pictures talk about them before your child reads the book to give clues to the content and meaning to the text.

Accuracy is not essential but meaning is vital.  If what your child is reading makes sense and follows the text fairly closely, it does not matter too much if it does not match exactly what is printed on the page.  The most important thing is to get the story right and for the child to understand what he is reading.

Try not to jump in immediately when your child hesitates or read a “wrong” word.  Allow time for him/her to self correct by reading on or by looking at the picture for a clue.  Encourage your child to sound out (say letter sounds not the letter name) or break down a word if he/she cannot read it.

When your child finds a book difficult, read it aloud to him/her so that he knows the story, or read alternate pages to keep the flow of the story.

[image: image2.png]


Make learning/practising  reading easy by making it an enjoyable, meaningful and frequent experience.  If your child is obviously bored with a book or finding it too difficult, abandon it and choose another.

If your child is making several mistakes in each sentence then the book it probably too hard.

Try not to compare your child with other children.  Each individual develops at a different rate.

Never threaten or force your child to read if he/she doesn’t want to.  Try to make reading fun and enjoy stories with him/her.

Don’t stop reading aloud to your child when he/she can read himself/herself.

If you have worries or problems concerning your child’s reading, please come into school to discuss them with the teacher.

