

Dear Parent,






September 9th 2011

Welcome Back / Croeso Nol
I hope all families have enjoyed the summer holiday.  Our Year 3 pupils have all made an excellent start and seem to be settling in very well.  Y4, 5 & 6 pupils have also made a very good start to the new school year. Please let us know if there are any problems.

Term Dates and Holidays 2011/12 / Dyddiadau’r tymhorau a gwyliau 2011/12
	
	
	
	MID TERM HOLIDAYS
	
	

	Term
	Term Begins
	Half Term Ends
	Begins
	Ends
	Half Term Begins
	Term Ends

	Autumn 2011
	Tuesday September 6th
	Friday October 21st
	Monday October 24th
	Friday 

October

28th
	Monday 

November

1st
	Thursday December

22nd

	Spring 2012
	Tuesday

January 10th
	Friday February 10th
	Monday February 13th
	Friday February 

17th
	Monday February 

20th
	Friday

March

30th

	Summer 2012
	Tuesday

April

17th
	Friday 

June 

1st
	Monday 

June 

4th
	Friday 

June

8th
	Monday 

June 

11th
	Friday

July 

20th


All Schools will close on Monday 7th May for the May Day Bank Holiday. Inset days have been arranged so far for Monday January 9th, Monday April 16th.  Others to be decided.

Curriculum / Cwricwlwm

This term our topics across the school are “World War 2” and, after half term “Light and Space”.  Please see attached sheet which gives you more details about our Curriculum this term and how you can help your child.
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String Tuition / Hyfforddiant Llinynnau
Our peripatetic string teacher, Mrs Holt, will be in school each Tuesday afternoon this year.  Some pupils start to learn a stringed instrument in Y4.  Pupils in Y4 will receive a letter shortly.  Please return the slip to express an interest.  Mrs Holt carries out an aptitude test.  There is a charge for string tuition of £1 per lesson.
Extra Curricular / Clybiau Allgyrsiol

Letters outlining our extra curricular provision have been sent out by pupil post.  Please let us know if you haven’t received the information.
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Cwmtawe Music/Choir/Drama Club / Clwb Miwsig, Cor / Drama Cwmtawe
An excellent Music/Choir/Drama Club runs at Cwmtawe Comprehensive School every Thursday from 5.30 – 7.30p.m. and starts on Thursday 15th September. Just go along and sign up. Children from 7 years can learn a string, woodwind or brass instrument or join a choir or drama group.  Leaflets available in the office.
Free School Dinners / Cinio Ysgol Rhudd
Pupils in Y3 and pupils new to the school can have two free school meals on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th September.  Please return slips on Monday.  If you usually pay for meals then you need only pay £5.85 next week.
After School Club and Breakfast Club / Clwb Ar Ol Ysgol a Chlwb Brecwast
Available every morning from 8a.m.  All pupils welcome.  Please ask for a form at the school office. After School Club – running at present from Mondays to Thursdays, 3.20 – 5.15p.m.  Sessions are now £4.50 each (£4.00 if you have more than one child).  Any child is welcome to come.  If there is sufficient interest in Friday opening we are happy to open.  Please let us know if you want Friday opening for your child.

Collections / Casgliadau
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We are collecting the following:-

· Clothes and other textiles. Recycling bags are available at the school office.  Return your filled bags to school.

· Nestle box tops

· Used printer cartridges

· Old mobile phones

· Foil

· Foreign Money (for Spinal Injuries Association)

· Used stamps (for World Sight )

	Dates for your Diary / Dyddiadau ar gyfer eich Dyddiadur
Mondays                          Local Church/Chapel members take assembly – 

                                       “Open the Book” scheme


Tuesdays
            Y6 swimming (weekly this term)

Thurs Sept 15th              Ace Team take assembly
Mon Oct 10th                  Annual Governors meeting for Parents 5p.m.

Thurs Oct 15th                Police Blue Light Disco, Forge Fach 5 – 7p.m.

Tues Oct 18th                  Theatr Na N’Og visit Y5/6
Oct 24th –  Oct 28th       HALF TERM

Tues 2nd Nov                   Annual Governors Meeting for Parents – 4.30p.m.

Mon 7th/ Tues 8th Nov      Parents’ Evenings

Wed 14th Dec                  Carol Service
	Parents ‘Pop in’ / Sesiwn i rieni alw heibio
Every year we set aside some time fortnightly for parents to come in to school to talk about their child’s progress or air any concerns.  These sessions are always on Thursdays from 3.20 – 4p.m.  This half term ‘pop-in’ sessions will be held on the following dates:-

September 15th & 29th
October 13th
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I would like to take the opportunity, at the start of a new school year, to remind you of the following:-
Dinner Money is £1.95 or £9.75 per week.  We would prefer pupils to have dinners for a whole week rather than bring money for a day here and there.

Holiday Form -   if you are holidaying during term time please ask for a form at the school office and complete one before you go on holiday.  Governors agreed to authorise up to 10 days absence in any one school year but would prefer parents NOT to take their children out of school during term time if at all possible.  This authorisation is dependent on GOOD attendance.

Absence - Please ring us when your child is absent to notify us of the reason. Mrs Llewelyn will text you or ring you on the first day of absence if no message is received. Please leave a message on Call Minder if you do not receive a reply.  All messages are picked up regularly.

Text Messaging – Much of our information sharing is done via text messaging.  It is very important, therefore, that school is informed urgently of any changes in mobile numbers.

Morning arrival - Please do not send your child to school before 8.40a.m.  Your child will not be supervised on the yard before this time and will not be allowed into school on wet days. A Free Breakfast Club is available to all children from 8a.m.

Car Park -  Please do not use our car park as a short cut into school.  We ask our pupils not to do it for their own safety and we would be grateful if parents would use the pedestrian gate also.
Home/School Contact Book - Your child will have brought a book home this week.  Please take time to look at the Contact Book and ensure your child brings it to school every day.  

Lost Property - is kept in the foyer next to the school offices.  If your child has lost anything please call in at any time to look or ring us to let us know.  We would be grateful if you would make every effort to label all items of clothing as every term a large number of items of clothing are unclaimed.

Water - All pupils are encouraged to have a small bottle of plain water in school.  No other drinks are allowed during lesson time.
Fruit and vegetables are available in our Tuck Shop at 20p.  We get our supplies from The Choice is Yours and the quality is always excellent.  Pupils may bring their own fruit to school if you prefer.  Please remember we do not allow biscuits, sweets or chocolates.

Cartons of milk are also sold in our Tuck Shop at 20p a carton.  Milk can be ordered in advance at £1 a week.
Home/School Agreement - It is statutory for schools to have a home/school agreement.  These have been sent out this week to parents of Y3 pupils.  We hope you will agree that our expectations of parents are reasonable.  Please sign your part and keep the agreement for your own information.  Return the slip that will accompany the agreement

Medicines - Please do not send medicine in to school with your child without telling us.  We are happy to give prescribed medicines but you should sign a permission form at the office and give the medicine to a member of staff.  It will be stored safely in the office. Copies of our Policy are available.

Uniform – this can be bought or ordered at any time from the school office. 

Jewellery – We only allow pupils to wear stud earrings and watches. Pupils wearing unsuitable jewellery will be asked to remove it.
School Wall – Please do not allow your children to stand on the wall at the front of the school at any time. Thank you.

	EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS



	CLUB
	WHICH DAY?
	WHAT TIME?
	WHO?
	WHO FOR?

	Breakfast Club


	Every day
	8 – 8.30 a.m.
	Mrs Llewelyn
	Everyone

	After School


	Mon - Thurs
	3.20 – 5.15p.m.
	Miss Davies
	Everyone

	Active Kids

	TBA
	TBA
	Mrs Bennett
	Y3/4

	Football

	Wed
	3.20 – 4.30
	Mr Sadler
	Y5/6

	Rugby

	Thurs
	3.20 – 4.30
	Mr McComas
	Y5/6

	Netball

	Tues
	3.20 – 4.00
	Mrs McComas
	Y5/6

	Dance


	Thursdays
	3.20 – 4.30
	Mrs Jones
	Y4,5,6

	Choir
	Varies
	Varies but during school day
	Mrs Thomas & Mrs Wheldon
	Everyone

	Eco Club
	Wed
	Lunchtime
	Miss Fowler & Mrs Downes
	Everyone

	Cookery Club


	Tues
	3.20 – 4.15
	Mrs Morgans
	Year 6


Yours sincerely,  Rhian Thomas

Learning Logs / Logiau Dysgu


Our topic this half term is World War 2.  By Monday 17th October we would like EVERY child to complete 1 x A3 pages on any of the following:-


Rationing


Make do and Mend


The Home Guard


Clydach in WW2                 


The Black Out                            


Warships


Aeroplanes





Pupils who want to complete additional pages in their Learning Logs are welcome to do so.





Pupils should continue in the books they had last year.  Y3 will receive an A3 book.





New parents will be given a separate information sheet about Learning Logs








PUPILS CAN CHOOSE ANY RELATED TOPIC THAT APPEALS TO THEM











