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September 4th 2009

Dear Parent,

Welcome Back / Croeso Nol
I hope all families have enjoyed the summer holiday.  Our Year 3 pupils have all made an excellent start and seem to be settling in very well.  Y4, 5 & 6 pupils have also made a very good start to the new school year. Please let us know if there are any problems.

INSET DAYS / Diwrnod INSET
Please note the next Inset Day will be on Monday 28th September.
Term Dates and Holidays 2009/10 / Dyddiadau’r tymhorau a gwyliau 2009/10
	
	
	
	MID TERM HOLIDAYS
	
	

	Term
	Term Begins
	Half Term Ends
	Begins
	Ends
	Half Term Begins
	Term Ends

	Autumn 2009
	Tuesday September 1st
	Friday October 23rd
	Monday October 26th
	Friday 
October

3oth
	Monday 

November

2nd
	Friday December

18th

	Spring 2010
	January 4th
	Friday February 12th
	Monday February 15th
	Friday February 

19th
	Monday February 
22nd
	Thursday
April

1st

	Summer 2010
	Monday

April

19th
	Friday 

May 

28th
	Monday May 

31st
	Friday 

June
4th
	Monday June 

7th
	Wednesday

July 

21st


All Schools will close on Monday 3rd May. Inset days  been arranged so far for Tuesday September 1st, Monday September 28th, Monday January 4th, Monday April 19th, Friday May 28th and Monday July 2nd.  One other to be arranged.
Curriculum / Cwricwlwm

This term our topics across the school are Our Village and, after half term, Sound.

Sponsored Walk / Taith gerdded noddedig
We are pleased to support parent, Liz Smith, who is climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in September.  As our topic this term is Our Village we would like to walk the children up onto the mountain above Penydre so that they can enjoy the views.  We hope to do this on Friday 11th September, weather permitting.  We hope you will help us support Kidney Research UK by supporting the sponsored walk.  Your child will need Wellington boots or old trainers/walking shoes.  Forms will be sent out shortly.
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String Tuition / Hyfforddiant Llinynnau
Our peripatetic string teacher, Mrs Holt, will be in school each Tuesday afternoon this year from Tuesday 15th September.  Some pupils start to learn a stringed instrument in Y4.  Pupils in Y4 will receive a letter shortly.  Please return the slip to express an interest.  Mrs Holt carries out an  aptitude test.

Garden Area / Ardal yr ardd

We are delighted that a Garden Area has been developed on our playground.  Pupils can now look forward to growing plants and vegetables, pond dipping, insect hunts etc.  We are very grateful to the following for their donations and/or help:-

· Our Friends of the School Association – donation of £1,000

· The Gower Society – donation of £500

· Glantawe Lions Club – donation of £250

· Tidy Towns for the donation of large wooden planters and soil.

· Ryan Jones (Parent), Gordon Walker and Dai Cook (Governor) for working with Y5 pupils to make the wooden planters.

· Ben Wolsey, former pupil, who organised a hockey tournament last term which raised £500.

· Our teaching, non teaching staff and governors who came in during the school holidays to work on the garden.

We would be delighted to receive donations of garden items from you.  If you have unused spades, trowels, forks etc. hiding in your sheds we would be pleased to receive them.  Would also love to have small shrubs or perennials.
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Thanks / Diolch
We are grateful to Swansea and Brecon Mothers’ Union for the donation of a Barnabas Schools’ Bible to commemorate the Year of the Child 2009.

Congratulations / Llongyfarchiadau

· Abbie James (Y5) has been selected to represent Team G.B. (Wales) in the World Kickboxing Championship in Italy in November.  Abbie is a member of Psycho’s Freestyle Karate and Kickboxing.  A fantastic achievement.

· Mrs Fuge, our school  cook, has achieved the highest rating of 5 stars for our school kitchen.  Assessors said Mrs Fuge achieves excellent standard of food safety management and is fully compliant with food safely legislation.
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Collections / Casgliadau
We are collecting the following:-

· Nestle box tops

· Cans

· Used printer cartridges, old mobile phones and foil

	Dates for your Diary / Dyddiadau ar gyfer eich Dyddiadur
Wed Sept 9th
         Class 6F swimming (weekly)

Fri Sept 11th             Sponsored walk for Kidney Research UK
Mon Sept 21st            Tidy Wales Week

Thurs Sept 24th          PC Davies in School

Mon Sept 28th           INSET Day

Tues Sept 29th           Open Evening Birchgrove Comprehensive

Wed 14th Oct             Concert at Brangwyn Hall

Oct 26th –  Oct 30th  HALF TERM

Mon 2nd Nov               Annual Governors Meeting for Parents

9th/10th Nov               Parents’ Evenings
	Parents ‘Pop in’ / Sesiwn i rieni alw heibio
Every year we set aside some time fortnightly for parents to come in to school to talk about their child’s progress or air any concerns.  These sessions are always on Thursdays from 3.20 – 4p.m.  This half term ‘pop-in’ sessions will be held on the following dates:-

September 10th
September 24th
October 8th


	I would like to take the opportunity, at the start of a new school year, to remind you of the following:-

Dinner Money is now £1.90 or £9.50 per week.  We would prefer pupils to have dinners for a whole week rather than bring money for a day here and there.
Holiday Form -   if you are holidaying during term time please ask for a form at the school office and complete one before you go on holiday.  Governors agreed to authorise up to 10 days absence in any one school year but would prefer parents NOT to take their children out of school during term time if at all possible.  This authorisation is dependent on generally GOOD attendance.
Absence - Please ring us when your child is absent to notify us of the reason. Mrs Llewelyn will ring you on the first day of absence if no message is received. Please leave a message on Call Minder if you do not receive a reply.  All messages are picked up regularly.

Morning arrival - Please do not send your child to school before 8.40a.m.  Your child will not be supervised on the yard before this time and will not be allowed into school on wet days. A Free Breakfast Club is available to all children from 8a.m.
Home/School Contact Book - Your child will have brought a book home this week.  Blue Bags have been given to Y3.  Please take time to look at the Contact Book and ensure your child brings it to school every day.  Please use the Blue Bag to put in dinner money, letters, reading books, homework books etc.

Lost Property is kept in the foyer next to the school offices.  If your child has lost anything please call in at any time to look or ring us to let us know.  Please make every effort to label all items of clothing as every term a large number of items of clothing are unclaimed.

Water - All pupils are encouraged to have a small bottle of plain water in school.  No other drinks are allowed during lesson time.
Fruit and vegetables are available in our Tuck Shop at 20p.  We get our supplies from The Choice is Yours and the quality is always excellent.  Pupils may bring their own fruit to school if you prefer.  Please remember we do not allow biscuits, sweets or chocolates.
Cartons of milk are also sold in our Tuck Shop at 20p a carton.  Milk can be ordered in advance at £1 a week.
Home/School Agreement - It is statutory for schools to have a home/school agreement.  These have been sent out this week to parents of Y3 pupils.  We hope you will agree that our expectations of parents are reasonable.  Please sign your part and keep the agreement for your own information.  Return the slip that will  accompany the agreement
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Medicines - Please do not send medicine in to school with your child without telling us.  We are happy to give prescribed medicines but you should sign a permission form at the office and give the medicine to a member of staff.  It will be stored safely in the office. Copies of our Policy are available.
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School Uniform – this is available from the school office and can be ordered at any time.  

Please ask if we have what you need in stock or request an order form.  We are being supplied 

once again by Bergoni.  Let us know if you are not happy with any items you buy. School has

copyright of our logo and suppliers should not be asked to copy the logo onto other garments.  
We do not object to children wearing plain sweatshirts.

Jewellery - Please remember that we do not allow any jewellery other than watches and stud earrings.
Pupils wearing unsuitable jewellery will be asked to remove it.


Extra Curricular Clubs
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The following Clubs will be running this school year. Most Clubs will start week beginning 14th September:-
Breakfast Club ~ALL

A free Breakfast Club runs every morning from 8a.m.  Please ask for a form to register if you are interested.

After School Club ~ ALL

There is room available at our After School Club which is now based at the Junior School.  It is held every school night from 3.20 – 5.15p.m. Pupils in the Infants School will be escorted by staff straight after school.  Please remember this is not just for parents who need childcare.  Your child may like to stay to participate in organised activities and be with friends.  The cost is £4 per night.
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Homework Club ~ ALL

There will be a Homework Club in Clydach Library for 8 – 13 year olds every Wednesday in term time only from 3.30 – 5p.m.  There will be free internet access (subject to parents signing a form), print-outs and free photocopying available.  

Eco Club ~ ALL

Open to all pupils.  Miss Fowler and Mrs Downes will be running this Club eachTuesday lunchtime.
Gardening Club ~ Y3/4

Mrs West will be running this Club each Wednesday lunchtime.
Active Kids ~ ALL

Mr Kane takes this each Monday starting from September 14th.  There is a charge.  Letters will be sent out shortly.
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Dance Club ~ Y5/6

This takes places each Thursday until 4.15p.m. at £1 per session.  This will start on September 10th.  It is run by Mrs Jones
Cook-it Club ~ Y6

Mrs McComas and Mrs Morgans will be taking groups of 6 for 6 week sessions each Wednesday.  We will start with Y6 and they will be chosen on a first come, first served basis – first 3 girls and first 3 boys to return the letters which will be sent out shortly.  All pupils who want a turn will have an opportunity during the school year.  The Club will start on Wednesday 16th September.
Football Club ~ Y5/6 Boys and Girls

Mr Snelling will run the Football Club on Tuesdays after school until 4.15p.m. This will be for Y5/6 initially.  After Christmas it will be opened up to younger pupils. 

Rugby Club ~ ALL
Mr McComas will hold Rugby Club on Thursdays after school until 4.15p.m.  This will be for all pupils but if take up is great we may have to give a term to Y3/4 and a term to Y5/6.

Singing Club / Choir ~ ALL
Mrs Wheldon and Mrs Thomas will be taking our Singing Club each Wednesday.  This is open to all but we ask for regular attendance.
Cwmtawe Music/Choir/Drama Club - ALL

An excellent Music/Choir/Drama Club runs at Cwmtawe Comprehensive School every Thursday from 5.30 – 7.30p.m. and starts on September 10th. Just go along and sign up. Children from 7 years can learn a string, woodwind or brass instrument or join a choir or drama group.  Leaflets are available in school.

Yours sincerely,  
Rhian Thomas

IMPORTANT HEALTH INFORMATION / GWYBODAETH BWYSIG AM IECHYD





Update on MMR, Measles and Mumps Outbreaks/ Y Diweddaraf ar MMR ac achosion o’r frech goch a chlwy’r pennau


Edwina Hart, Assembly Minister for Health and Social Services, has asked headteachers to include the following message from her in their newsletters to parents:


“Over the summer period we have continued to see cases of measles and mumps presenting in the community.  There are many children who remain unvaccinated in our area so we may see further cases over the coming months.  May I take this opportunity to remind you that the only way to control these diseases is for children to be fully protected by receiving two does of MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) vaccine.  If your child has missed one or both doses of MMR, or has missed any of the pres-school immunisations, you can arrange for him or her to have them through your GP.”





Swine Flu /  Ffliw Moch


Advice is that children who show symptoms of flu should stay at home until they are well and have finished any treatment the doctor has prescribed.  Siblings who are well can come to school.   If pupils develop symptoms in school then they will be sent home which is our practice for any illness.  We will do our utmost to keep the school  open.




















