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         October 6th 2008

Dear Parent,

Please remember school will be closed for an INSET Day on Friday 24th October.  School will be closed for HALF TERM from 27th – 31st October and will reopen on Monday 3rd November.
Harvest Festival / Gŵyl y Cynhaeaf
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Eco-Schools




We are very grateful for your support for Wales Romanian Aid.  We had a great response and Mrs Newton has thanked us personally for all the pasta and tinned fish.  We had an enjoyable Harvest Service and pupils all performed extremely well with the following items:

	Class 3M:
Bringing in the Sheaves
	Class 5D:          Harvest Composition

	Class 3/4M:      Lola’s Story
	Class 5/6S:
Parable of the Sower

	  Class 4F:
All About Water
	Class 6F:
Harvest Prayer


NSPCC Sponsored Event / Digwyddiad a noddir gan yr NSPCC
We hope you can support this and apologise that it has come so close to Harvest.  We were asked to support this good cause over two years ago.  We will be holding an Activity Afternoon on Wednesday 8th October for which the children can gain sponsorship.  Please ensure your child brings suitable clothes and footwear for outdoor activities on Wed – weather permitting.
Thanks yous / Diolchiadau
· We are very grateful to INCO for a donation of £250 towards our outdoor garden area.

· Mr Martin Jenkins, local solicitor and former pupil of Clydach Junior School, has very kindly agreed to do the conveyancing for the purchase of land for our outdoor garden area free of charge.

Textease

The password for accessing textease at home is now hopscotch. A Textease CD is still available for sale at the school office at £10.  The programme is also downloadable from the Softease website.  It would be very beneficial for pupils to have this software on computers at home.
FSA Meeting / Cyfarfod Cymdeithas Cyfeillion yr Ysgol
At a recent FSA meeting the following was agreed:-

· Mrs Debbie James will continue as Chairperson, Mrs Gloria Schofield will continue as Treasurer, Mrs Thomas will do the secretarial work until another volunteer comes forward.

· There will be a Hallowe’en Disco at the school on Wednesday 22nd October from 3.30 – 5p.m.  We will have a non uniform day so that pupils can wear their “dancing clothes” to school.  Fancy Dress is optional.  Those who wish to dress up can bring their costumes to school.  We are very grateful to our Parent Governor, Mo Ferris, for agreeing to do the disco for us. Please ensure your child knows if he/she is allowed to stay for the disco.
· Parents will sell refreshments on 10/11th Nov at Parents’ Evenings / Book Fayre

· Please let us know if you can help out at the disco or Parents’ Evenings
National School Meals Week / Wythnos Genedlaethol Prydau Ysgol
National School Meals Week is from October 13th to 17th.  All our meals are freshly cooked on the premises and we would like to see even more pupils having dinners in school.  Pupils will be bringing home leaflets telling you about the weekly menus.  There is also a dedicated website www.lunchtimememories.co.uk. The Catering Service want to encourage as many people as possible to visit the website and register their own individual memories of school mealtimes. 
Assessment of the Entitlement to Free School Meals

This is determined  by receipt of the following benefits:-

· Income support

· Income based job seeker’s allowance

· Support under Part IV of the Immigrations and Asylum Act 1999

· Child Tax Credit (ie parents who are not in receipt of Working Tax Credit and whose annual taxable income does not exceed £15,575).  Parents will have to show the Tax Credit Award Notice (TC602)

· Guarantee element of State Pension Credit (MKD)
Parent Governor / Rhiant Lywodraethwr

We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor.  The Governing Body meets twice a term (very occasionally more often).  If you are interested please collect a form from the school office.

Congratulations / Llongyfarchiadau

James Williams and Daniel Sayce have been selected to play for the Swansea Schoolboys’ Rugby Team.

	ECO NEWS / ECO NEWYDDION
Eco Club now runs every Tuesday lunchtime.  We hope to achieve the Gold Award this year.  Please do what you can to help us.  
Help us to be an Eco Friendly School
We are encouraging pupils and their families to make the following pledge:-
· Take a 4 minute shower instead of a bath and save 10,000 litres a year.

· Turn off the tap while brushing my teeth and save 10,950 a year.

· Place cotton wool and tissues in the bin instead of flushing them down the 

      toilet and save the environment.

· Ask mum and dad to wait until the washing machine is full before switching it 

       on and save 2,340 litres of year, plus electricity to heat the water.

· Wash my bike or parents’ car with a bucket and sponge rather than using a 

       hosepipe and save 3,124 litres a year.

· Only fill the kettle with the water I need and save 1,000 litres a year, plus 

       Electricity to heat the water.

You can submit your pledge at www.dripanddrop.co.uk

Remember to help us recycle by sending in used printer cartridges, old mobile phones, cans and plastic bottles (if you do not have a kerbside collection).


Collections / Casgliadau
We are collecting the following:-

· Morrison’s Let’s Grow Vouchers

· Flora tub tops

· Nestle box tops

· Cans

· Used printer cartridges, old mobile phones and foil
Please make every effort to send in your cans for recycling.  We have joined the Trees for Africa Campaign and Alupro will plant a tree for every tonne of cans recycled.
	Dates for your Diary / 
Mon 6th/7th Oct  PC Dawn Mort – Friend or FoeY3/4

                                                 -  Safe SurfingY5/6
Wed 8th Oct              Activity Afternoon for NSPCC

Thurs 9th Oct             AFRICA DAY
Tues 14th Oct            Welsh Brass Trio

Tues 21st Oct             Class 5/6S visit INCO

Fri 24th Oct              INSET DAY
	Dyddiadau ar gyfer eich dyddiadur

Oct 27th –  Oct 31st HALF TERM

10th/11th Nov               Parents’ Evenings
Parent Surgeries / Cymorthfeydd Rhieni
These will take place on the following Thursday before half term:-

October 16th


Yours sincerely, Rhian Thomas
















