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Dear Parent,








       January 7th 2010

A Happy New Year to you all.

INCLEMENT WEATHER  / TYWYDD DRWG
I apologise for any inconvenience the school closures have caused.  When making a decision to close the school the following are taken into account:-

· The ability of staff and pupils to get to or home from school (remembering that 5 teachers live some considerable distance from  Clydach)
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Health and safety of pupils – are there sufficient teachers in school ( a maximum ratio of 1 : 30)?

· The weather forecast for the whole day and road conditions.

As this very cold spell is forecast to continue and further snow is expected then please be 
aware of the following:-

· If at all possible we will give advance notice of closure but there may be occasions 
      when we have to shut the school early to allow staff to get home.

· You can get information about school closure by:-

· Phoning the school from 8a.m. onwards

· Looking at our website – information is posted on the front page

· Listening to The Wave or Swansea Bay Radio

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT HOMEWORK / GWYBODAETH BWYSIG AM GWAITH CARTREF
Thank you all those of you who responded to our questionnaire about homework.  We had an excellent response.  The majority of you were in favour of the introduction of Learning Logs and some wished to also retain the traditional type of homework.

In an effort to please everyone we have decided, for a trial period, to do the following:-

· Keep traditional Maths and English homework but give it out ONCE a week, that is:

· Weekly spelling list

· Regular reading at home

· Maths or English weekly but with a longer return period for Y5/6
· We plan to introduce learning logs in place of projects but there will be an expectation that ALL pupils WILL produce learning logs.  Learning logs are not optional. This means:

· Each child will be given an extra A4 book ‘My Learning Log’

· Learning logs this term will be linked to our half termly topic ‘Tudors and Stuarts’

· Learning logs will involve research 
· Learning logs will allow pupils to present information in a variety of formats of their own choosing e.g. pictures, writing, diagrams, labels, bullet points, mind maps or whatever style they wish.
· Each child should produce 3 learning logs each half term ie 3 x pages of A3
· There are two stipulations:

· the information must be on no more than two pages ofA4 (double page)
· the emphasis in on children demonstrating their research creatively so work MUST not be printed pages from the internet
During the next two weeks pupils will be working in school on a Learning Log based on Clothes and Fashion of the Tudor Period.  By Monday all pupils will bring home their Learning Log and pupils and parents who are keen to get on with other pages may do so.  More information will follow on Monday.
This half term we are trialling Learning Logs and we will be happy to take on board any of your comments.

DVDs / CALENDARS / CALENDRAU
· DVDs of our Christmas Show are still available in school at £7.50.  Give us a ring or call in if you want one

· We also still have calendars available celebrating our links with schools in Africa.  All pupils are featured on the December page.  Calendars cost £3.50 each .
COLLECTIONS / CASGLIADAU
We are still collecting the following:-

· Unwanted clothes / textiles
· Unwanted spectacles
· Nestle tokens

· Mobile Phones

· Empty printer cartridges

.
REMINDERS / NODYN ATGOFFA
May I remind you of the following:-

· Please notify the school on the first day of your child’s absence from school.

· Please remember to inform us when you change your contact number.  We are having difficulty getting hold of some parents when pupils are ill etc.  We often find mobile phone numbers have been discontinued.

· If your child needs to take medication in school you must fill in a request form.  We are happy to do this but as a general rule only administer prescribed medicines.  Please send the medicine to school in the container with the chemist’s label.

· Pupils who arrive in school before 8.40a.m. are not supervised on the playground. If you need childcare before 8.40 then please ensure your child comes to our Free Breakfast Club by 8.30p.m. at the latest. On wet days the doors will be opened at 8.40a.m. Parents who send children early and who do not attend Breakfast Club do so at their own risk. 

· Only stud earrings and watches should be worn to school.  Pupils wearing rings etc. will be asked to remove them.  No nail varnish should be worn to school.
· Mobile phones are not allowed in school except in exceptional circumstances.

· We have a large number of items in our Lost Property box.  Please call at the school office if your child has lost any items of clothing.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY / DYDDIADAU AR GYFER EICH DYDDIADUR
	Wed 6th Jan

For six weeks
	Y5/6 Bible Explorer with 

Caroline Patterson


	
	PARENTS ‘POP IN’ SESSIONS /

CYMORTHFEYDD RHIENI

In the first half of the Spring Term surgeries will be held on these dates: -

· Thursday 14th January

· Thursday 28th January

· Thursday 11th February

Please remember Mr McComas will be available each Wednesday prior to the dates above.  If Thursdays are not convenient for you and you wish to speak to a teacher an appointment can be made at a time that is mutually convenient.

	Tues 12th Jan
	INCO visit Class 5/6S


	
	

	Wed 3rd Feb
	Y3/4 Tag Rugby Tournament


	
	

	Tues 9th Feb
	Y3/4 XL Wales


	
	

	Tues 9th Feb
	INCO visit Class 6F
	
	

	15th – 19th Feb
	HALF TERM
	
	


Yours sincerely,  Rhian Thomas
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